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ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 


‘THE VALUE OF ELECTRICITY IN PROSTATIC 
ENLARGEMENT. 


By C.S8. SARGENT, M. D., Srocxton, Cat. 


I claim no originality for this article. It is simply an elu- 
cidation of facts culled from various authors. ‘Those from: 
whom I have borrowed most exhaustively are Ranney, ‘‘Sur- 
gical Diagnosis;” Van Buren and Keyes’ ‘‘Genito-Urinary 
Diseases;” Sir Henry Thompson, ‘‘Diseases of the Pros- 
tate;’ Gouley, ‘‘Diseases of the Urinary Organs;” ‘‘Hand- 
book of Electro Therapeutics,” by Erb, ‘‘Medical and Sur- 


gisal Electricity,” Beard and Rockwell; ‘‘Medical Electri- 


city,” Althes; ‘*‘Text Book of Electro Therapeutics,” by 
Butler; ‘‘Medical Electricity,” Bartholow; ‘‘Electrical Med- 
ication,” A. W. Tipton; ‘‘Electricity,” Pitzer: ‘‘HKlementary 


Principles of Electro-Therapeutics,” by Haynes; ‘‘Electri- 


city in Surgery,” Butler; ‘“Treatise on Electrolysis,” Amory; 
‘Annual of the Universal Sciences,” 1888; ‘‘Electricity in 


the Diseases of Women,” by C. B. Massey, M. D.; ‘‘Quar- - 


terly Compendium of Medical Science.” 


Sir Henry Thompson, in his work entitled ‘‘Diseases of 


the Prostate” says: ‘‘It is common to meet with instances 
in which simple chronic inflammation of the prostate, pro- 
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ducing enlargement, is regarded as an example of hypertro- 
phy. Yet nothing can be more distinct than the two affec- 
tions if we compare their pathological history and charac- 
ters. 

Chronic Inflammation, however, does not necessarily 
cause enlargement of the organ, indeed, this is an excep- 
tional condition, all varieties considered. But when inflam- 
matory enlargement does exist it is almost invariably in the 
early or middle periods of life, while hypertrophy never oc- 
curs before the fifty-third or fifty-fourth year and is not com- 
mouly manifested by painful symptoms before the fifty-sixth 
or fifty-seventh year. 

Inflammatory enlargement is almost invariably preceded 
by some urethral inflammation, urethral discharge of a puru- 
lent nature, numerous flocculent shreds in the first urine passed 
and pain during and after micturition have been or still con- 
tinue present. Associated with these there is often an im- 
paired condition of the general health. All these signs may 
be, and usually are, absent in hypertrophy during its earlier 
stages. 

Finally, inflammatory enlargement is due to the effusion of 

morbid products, lymph, pus, etc., into the substance of 
the organ, while a hypertrophic enlargement is due, as the 
term implies, to simple over-production of the normal ele- 
ments of the prostate gland itself. 
The affection here described is not very uncommon as an 
extension from cystitis, and as a result of gonorrhea it is of 
frequent occurrence, nevertheless its existence is barely re- 
eognized by some of the best known writers on prostatic dis- 
eases, and by some it is not even named. 

Chronic prostatitis is met with in three different phases 
but the symptoms and pathological characters are much the 
same in each, and differ in degree rather than in kind. It 
_ may solely originate in an attack of acute prostatitis and show 
little disposition to diminish after the acute symptoms have 
subsided; or, secondly, there may be a tedious resolution, — 
leading by slow steps to the re-establishment of healthy 
action; and finally. the condition may commence in the chronic 
form independently of any acute attack, in which case it may 
affect chiefly the mucous membrane, no glandular enlarge- 
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ment existing; and it may be the primary or sole existing 
complaint, or it may be dependent on disease of adjacent or- 
ans.” 
’ Authors speak of curing ‘‘enlargement of the prostate” 
without differential diagnosis as to the cause of the enlarge- 
ment. 
Enlargement of the prostate may be due to, 
Ist. Acute Prostatitis. This disease is seldom a primary 


affection except when caused by injury. It usually results 


from an extension of disease from adjacent or associated or- 


gans. It is a rare disease in childhood and in old age, but 
is frequently met with in middle life. It is frequently of 


gonorrheeal origin, and may, in rare cases, be of idiopathic 
occurrence. 

21. Chronic Prostatitis. In this condition prostatic en- 
largement is always present, provided a previous acute pros- 
tatitis existed, but otherwise it may be absent. It is indi- 


cated chiefly by a gleet, pus, and blood in the urine, weight 


and dull pain in the perineum, pain in sexual intercourse and 
frequent nocturnal emissions. 


3d. Prostatic Abscess. This condition, when it exists, is 


almost invariably the result of an acute inflammation of the 
prostate. It most frequently affects the luderal lobes of the 
gland. 

Abcesses may be solitary or multiple. The seat of rupture 
may be located in the urethra, bladder, rectum, perineum, or 
peritoneal cavity. This last named method of termination 
however is rare, but when present is usually followed by fa- 
tal inflammation. 


4th. Hypertrophy of the gland. This condition isonet 


simple augmentation of the volume of the prostate, depen- 
dent upon the increased nutrition of its constitutional ele- 
ments. It most frequently affects the whole gland, but not 
uniformly. The urethra is encroached upon in most cases and 
the prostate is increased both in size and in weight. When 


the middle lobe of the gland is hypertrophied a marked ob- | 


stacle to catheterism is created. This disease is essentially 
one of advanced age, as it seldom appears to any marked de- 
gree before the age of tifty. From its mechanical effects it 
possesses great surgical importance. 
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Hypertrophy of the prostate is peculiar to advanced life 
and is so slow in its progress that it is called by some av-. 
thors ‘‘chronic senile hypertrophy.” In treating of hyper- 
trophy of the prostate Sir Benjamin Brodie makes use of the 
following language: ‘‘When the hair becomes gray and 
scanty, when specks of earthy matter begin to be deposited 
in the tunics of the arteries, and when a white zone is formed 
at the margin of the cornea, at this period the prostate gland 
usually, I may say invariably, becomes increased in size. 
This change in the condition of the prostate takes place 
slowly, and at first imperceptibly, and the term ‘‘chronic en- 
largement,” is not improperly employed to distinguish it 
from the inflammatory attacks to which the prostate is liable 
in earlier life.” (Sections on the diseases of the urinary or-. 
gans, by Sir Benjamin Brodie, Bart., Page 118, 2d Edition, 
London, 1835. 

M: Mercier says: ‘‘The prostate, like all the other organs, I. 
might. even say more than most of the other organs, under-. 
goes with age changes which it would be useful and curious. 
to follow from early life to extreme old age. As soon as a. 
man is past fifty one nny be almost certain that his prostate 
has increased in volume.” | 

Mr. Adams says: ‘‘In — age, when all or most 
other structures in the body begin to show evidences of want 
of nutrition and become atrophied, the prostate gland very 
frequently undergoes a remarkable increase in size. This 
change in the gland is so common after the age of fifty, that 
an enlarged prostate may be almost regarded as one of the 
necessary contingencies of old age. 

Dr. Hodgson and many other ‘authors have expressed sim- 
ilar views. 7 ‘ 

While it is ‘true that ‘chronic » of the 
prostate is by far the most common affection of this organ, 
this disease does not necessarily occur in every man after the 
age of fifty, and we have abundance of evidence of this fact 
from our daily observations and from the testimony of some . 
of the most competent modern authorities. It may be safely 
asserted that not more than one of three men of upwards of 
fifty years of age is affected with hypertrophy of the prostate. 
Sir Henry Thompson, who conjointly with Dr. Messer, has 
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carefully dissected the prostate of shoal two hundred sub- 
jects over fifty-five years of age, found that about one in 
three exhibited some enlargement of the prostate, but that 
only one of these patients out of seven had had symptoms of 
the complaint. 

According to the same author ‘‘the period of life between 
fifty-five and sixty-five is that during which the affection 
most commonly begins to be developed.” He has never met 
with an instance of hypertrophy of the prostate ‘‘at so early 
a period as fifty years of age,” while on the other hand he 
says ‘it appears rarely to commence after seventy and is ex- 
ceptional after eighty or eighty-five.” See Diseases of the 
Prostate by Sir Henry Thompson. 

I have thought best, although this article was not written 
with the intent of going into the pathology of prostatic dis- 
eases, to bring prominently before its readers the fact that 
hypertrophy occurs late in life, and to show that an error in 
diagnosis must be made when cures are recorded by this or 
that agent of hypertrophy in men under the age of forty. 
When such men as Sir Henry Thompson and others have 
proven by their consummate labor in this direction that hy- 
pertrophy does not occur so early in life. 

5th. Cancer of the Prostate. Scirrhus of the prostate is 
very rare. Encephaloid less rare but by no means common. 
Both are present most often in advanced life, but no age is 
exempt from the development of encephaloid cancer. No 
absolute cause for the appearance of cancer in this region 
can always be detected, though it may follow the develop- 
ment of a vesical calculus or the formation of an urethral stric- 
ture. The duration of the disease seldom, as a rule, exceeds 
twelve months. It is one of the causes of hematuria. Me- 
lanotic deposit is said to be occasionally associated with en- 
cephaloid of-the prostate. 

6th. Fibrous Tumors. Isolated, easily enucleated and 
spheroidal, are frequently found in the substance of the en- 
larged prostate; sometimes they lie close to the surface and 
project sufficiently to give the organ a nodular appearance. 
They are also frequently developed in the median portion 
and often become pedunculated and close the urethro-vesical 
orifice, after the manner of a ball valve. These tumors may 
on be developed far beyond the base of the prostate. 
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Jno. W. 8. Gouley, M. D., relates two instances in each 
of which a small fibrous tumor had formed in the substance 
of the muscle of the ureters, exactly in the median line. In 
one the tumor was as large as a pea, in the other it was 
double that size. 

To Velpeau is due the credit of having pointed out the 
close analogy existing between fibrous tumors of the pros- 
tate and fibrous tumors of the uterus; not only their clinical 
history and their histological constituents, but the effects 
produced by electricity upon both fibrous tumors of the uter- 
us (as shown so clearly by Apostoli) and fibrous tumors of 
the prostate seem emenenes to establish the correctness of 

this view. 
7th. Tubercle of the Prostate. This is a condition of ex- 
treme rarity and is always associated with a similar condi- 
tion of the adjacent organs. The volume of the prostate may 
be either natural, increased or diminished, though the latter 
is by far the most frequent condition. No absolute diagno- 
sis of this affection can be made during life, although the 
presence of the tubercle may be suspected. The symptoms 
of abscess are occasionally developed by suppuration around 
the cheesy masses. 

8th. Cystic disease of the prostate. Cysts of the prostate 
gland are rarely met with, but when present they possess a 
pathological interest.. They are usually multiple, several ex- 
isting at a time, and they vary in size from a mere speck to 
that of an olive. Their contents are transparent and consist 
of either a thick, viscid, albuminous substance, or a thin, 
serous fluid. The cysts are due, in all probability, to closure 
of the prostatic ducts and retention of their secretion. 

Little is known as to their progress, symptoms, or termi- 
nation. By some they are regarded as dependent only upon 
the previous existence of prostatic concretions. 

9th. Prostatic Calculi. These little bodies are probably 
the result of a disordered follicular secretion, dependent 
upon sub-acute or chronic irritation. | 

They are most common in old age but may exist at any 
period of life. They consist almost entirely of phosphate of 
lime. When very abundant they may destroy the glandular 
structure of the prostate, and become aggregated into one 
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large cyst. They may often be positively detected during 
life by introducing the finger into the rectum, while a bulb- 
ous bougie is passed i in and out of the prostate. | 

By this means they may be felt as tmmovable bodies, or if 
encysted as a bag of small nodules, their «mmobility is a symp- 
tom of great diagnostic importance. , 

I have thus briefly sketched the various diseases of the 
prostate for the-reason that many writers report cures of hy- 
pertrophy of the prostate when the real condition was not 
true glandular enlargement, but one of the various disorders 
we have had under consideration. 

There are several cures reported of hypertrophy of the 
prostate by electrolysis; Dr. Bredert (Berlin Klin. Woch.): 


reports five cases of senile hypertrophies of the prostate, in: 


which either one or both lobes of the gland were enlarged, 
and in all of these catheterization was impossible or could 
only be performed with great difficulty by bending the in- 
strument. He inserted a needle electrode, insulated except 
at the point, which he pushed into the enlarged gland. This 
was connected with the negative pole of the battery while the 
positive was applied to the abdomen. The diminution of 
the organ took place with astonishing rapidity. In one case 
it occurred after the third application. 

This happy result has not been obtained by many others 
who have followed out the same line of treatment in true 
glandular enlargement. 

In looking over electrical literature accessible to me I find 
Pitzer, ‘‘Electricity in Medicine and Surgery,” does not men- 
tion prostatic enlargement. A. W. Tipton, on ‘‘Electrical 


Medication,” does not mention it. Bartholow, ‘‘Medical . 


Electricity,” makes no mention of it. Althaus, in his work, 
‘‘Medical Electricity,” does not notice it, and the only report 
given by Beard and Rockwell in their great work, ‘‘Medical 
and Surgical Electricity,” is to my mind very unsatisfactory 
as they do not state what the enlargement of the prostate was 


dueto. Iwill quote what they have to say, and let the reader 


judge for himself. 
‘‘The electrical treatment of hypertrophy of the prostate 


has been studied by Tripier, who has demonstrated that the 


effect of faradization of this organ when enlarged is to cause 
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resolution. ‘The rationale of the treatment is substantially 
the same as for analogous conditions of the uterus. The sub- 
Kither the galvanic 
or the faradic current may be employed. One pole may be 
applied internally by means of an insulated catheter electrode 
of sound, and the other in the rectum against the prostate 
‘by means of a rectal electrode. 
We have treated one case of enlarged prostate by internal 
and external faradization. The patient, a medical gentleman 
about sixty years of age, was seen and examined by Dr. Gou- 
ley who confirmed the diagnosis of enlarged prostate (the ital- 
ics are mine). We treated him a number of times by exter- 
nal faradization—one pole on the symphysis pubis and the 
other on the perineum—and by internal faradization, one 
pole in the rectum, insulated except at the point where it 
came near the prostate, and the connection made in the pros- 
tatic portion of the urethra by a flexible sound passed through 
a gum elastic catheter, according to the suggestion of Dr. 
Gouley. Applied in this way the electrodes were very near 
to each other and in sensitive localities and only very feeble 


currents could be borne, and sometimes slight hemorrhage fol- 


lowed the treatment in spite of all the caution that was exer- 
cised. It was found impossible to use sufficiently strong 
currents by this method to produce any effect and again we 
returned to partly external faradization. This treatment 
which seems to aggravate a oye that existed was aban- 
doned.” 

Again the same authorities one ‘Dr. Mittenday of this 
city informs us that he has obtained decided results in the 


enlargement of the prostate in two cases (the same fault again 
in not stating the cause of enlargement). 


He used external 
faradization—one pole over the symphysis pubis and the 
other at the perineum.’ 

‘Butler, in his book, ‘‘Text Book of Electric Therapeutics,” 
does not mention prostatic enlargement in any of its forms, 
but in his little book entitled ‘‘Electricity in Surgery” he. 
quotes Omnius (‘‘Medical Electricity,” page 132), who says: 
‘* In pure hypertrophy electricity has not given us any satis- 
factory results. But when the sequel of an acute prostatitis, 


or of a congestive process, the currents bring back the organ 
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to ita natural size.” And then states that he has been suc- 
cessful where Omnius failed, and gives as a reason for failure 
the mode in which the electricity was given. 

Erb, in his ‘‘Handbook of Electro Therapeutics,” in speak- 
ing of diseases of the male sexual organs (page 350), says: 

‘‘The statements made by Cheron and Moreau-Wolf con- 
cerning their results from the galvanic treatment of inflam- 
mation, swelling, and hypertrophy of the prostate are not very 
creditable, and have not been substantiated by others.” 

These authors introduced a matallic electrode into the rec- 
tum, pressed it against the prostate, (usually the Ca. the An, 


only when marked tenderness was present), and applied the . 


other electrode to the perineum. Currents of moderate 
strength of five to ten minutes duration; eighteen to twenty 
sittings altogether. The result was described as remarkably 
favorable, and the procedure as much more effective than 
other surgical and medical measures. 

Amory in his work, ‘‘A Treatise on Electrolysis,” does not 
mention prostatic hypertrophy. Bottini and Robert New- 
man (of New York, see Weekly Medical Review) both claim 


to modify prostatic hypertrophy by the use of a galvano-cau- 
tery sound. The Italian instrument is a sound containing — 


four canals, two for the galvanic wire and two for cold water 
to cool the instrument and limit caustic action. The instru- 
ment is introduced until prostatic resistence is encountered, 
then the current and cold water are turned on and pressure 
made until the resistence is overcome. Bottini claims good 
results and that the operation is but slightly painful. 
Newman’s instrument is asound (Number 18, French) car- 


rying the conductors. The platinum-burner is exposed at a _ 


fenestra. Newman generally uses a Dawson battery. He 
finds the obstructing point and applies the fenestra toit. The 
current is turned on only for an instant and the sound with- 
drawn. He describes several methods of using the instru- 
ment and claims success in treating a variety of conditions 
without detriment to the patient and without danger. 


The result gained by the use of these means is, however, 


of course due to their caustic action and not electrolysis, viz: 
chemical decomposition by electricity. 
So we come to the conclusion, in looking over medical and 
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surgical literature, that little can be done for true glandular 
hypertrophy of the prostate by electrical means; but when 
we come to consider enlargements of the prostate due to 
other causes we see a different result entirely. Here is 
where brilliant success often crowns our efforts, as for ex- 
ample: Fibroid tumors of the prostate, the analogy already 
spoken of existing between these and fibroids of the uterus 
would indicate that the treatment which has proven so suc- 
cessful in the one (Apostoli, Ephraim Cutler, of New York, 
Massey, of Philadelphia, etc., etc.,) would prove successful 
in the other. Again, in simple chronic inflammation of the 
prostate, producing enlargement, electricity has proven to 
be of great value. 

I have recently had two cases of this variety. One, a man 
aged forty, who gave the history common to these cases, and 
upon rectal examination I found the prostate to be immensely 
swollen and painful, it almost filled the entire rectum, so 
that the stools were in shape like a tape worm. ‘Twelve ap- 
plications of the galvanic current with the negative in the 
rectum and the positive over the abdomen, fifteen cells of a 
Bartlett battery, for five minutes at a time, repeated each day, 
completely cured him. 

The other, a similar but milder case, was cured by the 
same means in five applications. 

Acute prostatitis, Ido not think calls for electricity, we 
possess other and better remedies for this. 

In cancer of the prostate treatment of any kind except pal- 
liative has proved futile. 

As tubercle of the prostate is always assoointed with a sim- 
ilar condition of the adjacent organs, treatment of any kind 
can do but little. 

In cystic disease of the prostate we can expect advantage 
to follow the administration of electricity, asta I am not 
aware of any cures reported. 

Prostatic calculi are purely surgical and would have to be 
met by surgical means. 

I have been treating a case of hypertrophy of the prostate, 
using both the galvanic and faradic currents but with no 
effect, and intend now performing cystotomy. 

Thomas Annandale Regius, Professor of Chemical Surgery 
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in the University of Edinburgh, in a paper read before the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, Feb. 1, 1888, says 
that the cases referred to where he performed the following op- 
eration, were those in which all ordinary treatment, including 
careful catheterism, washing out the bladder, and general 
remedies failed to relieve the almost constant distressing 
symptoms of pain, spasm, and desire to pass urine. Various 
operative procedures have, he says, from time to time been 
suggested for the treatment of such symptoms, all of these 
having the object of establishing an artificial opening com- 
municating with the bladder, and allowing a metal or rubber 
tube to be inserted so as to drain off the urine. 

Sir H. Thompson, in the ‘‘Lancet” for 1875, Vol. 1, sug- 
gested that in certain of these cases the bladder should be 
punctured above the pubes, and that a tube should be per- 
manently retained, and he described a special instrument for 
the purpose. 

Mr. Thomas Smith, in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Report 
(1881), also advocates this proceeding. 

Mr. Reginald Harrison, in ‘‘Lancet,” 1886, Vol. 1, advo- 
cates a perineal cystotomy with the introductioa of a tube in 
this situation. | 

Most surgeons, Prof. Annandale thinks, are now of opin- 
ion that the perineal opening is the best in the large major- 
ity of cases in which this operation is required. Such is his 
Own opinion for the following reasons: 

Ist. That the bladder is better drained from this open- 
ing. | 
2d. That the incision ane the alia sometimes has 
a beneficial effect upon the enlarged organ. 

Believing in the advantages of this proceeding in certain 
cases, his endeavor has been to improve the retained tube so 
as to permit of its permanent use, when required, in a form 
efficient and comfortable to the patient; and after several 
trials the apparatus which he describes appears to him to— 
carry out these principles. An india-rubber catheter of full 
size having been cut short, so that its rounded end will lie in 
the bladder and its cut extremity project half an inch from 
the perineal wound, has fitted into the projecting end a short 
tube of hard vulcanite half an inch in length. This allows a 
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silk or other thread with two short loops to be firmly fastened 
around the catheter without interfering with its canal, and 
-by means of these loops the catheter is secured in position 
in the usual way. 

To the other end of the vulcanite tube any convenient 
length of india-rubber tubing can be fixed, and by placing a 
small stop-cock on the tubing the bladder can be readily 
emptied at any time by turning on the tap. 

In illustration he gives notice of two successful cases. 

This is the operation I shall attempt to follow out in my 
case, electricity having proven a complete failure in my hands 
in true glandular hypertrophy. 


— 


CREMATION. 
By GEORGE WILLIAM BARNES, M. D. 
[Read before the San Diego Society of Natural History, March 1, 1889.) — 


Having been asked for some expression upon the subject 
of cremation, [ beg the privilege of submitting, briefly, a 
very few of the many and weighty reasons | have for favoring 


incineration in preference to inhumation of the dead. 


First: reasons based on sanitary grounds are most potent. 
The earth is the most convenient depository for putting out 
of sight whatever is offensive or deleterious or cannot be tol- 


erated above its surface. The soil is not, however, always 


destructive, but often preservative of the products of animal 


and vegetable decomposition. It is more than a probability 


that pestilential diseases are by earth-burial transmitted 
from one generation to another and thus perpetuated inde- 
finitely. If the seeds of plants can be preserved for cen- 
turies, and then under favoring conditions be made to germi- 
nate and reproduce their kind, so the germs of contagious 
disease after having been entombed for ages may be warmed 
into life under suitable environment, and spread contagion 
among the living. To this source may often be attributed 
the sudden outbreak of epidemics and the occurrence of 
forms of disease not previously known in the locality. Hvi- 
dence is not wanting that bodies which had perished from 
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CREMATION. 


infectious disease on being exhumed or the products of their 
decomposition disturbed many years after interment have 
communicated the same disease to the living. 

A full acceptance of modern theories of germ stiology 
need not be implied in the belief that from this Pandora’s 
box or mummy dusta flood of evils may desolate the land. 

If phosphorescent and gaseous emanations may ascend 
from decaying bodies through a considerable stratum of 
earth, whether harmless in themselves or not, they may be 
the vehicles for conveying the seeds of disease to the living.. 
In view, therefore, of the frequency with which such pro- 
ducts of decay are disturbed and brought to the surface by - 
voluntary and accidental agencies, there are the strongest: 
reasons for the conclusion that the sum of human sufferings 
and the records of mortality are largely swelled by these in- 
fluences. | 

Cemeteries are a growing evil and adanger. They en- 
croach upon the domain of living men and their uses. They 
pollute the air and the water. One generation of men revels 
out its little life upon the earth, passes away and gives place 
to a succeeding one.. But cemeteries seem designed to en- 
dure forever. Fifty millions of people in our own land walk 
the earth to-day. Where shall they be laid, and where the 
millions of the next generation? The moving tide of living 
humanity will be rolled back by the advancing army of the 
dead: | 

Says Sir Henry Thompson: ‘‘No dead body is ever placed 
in the soil without polluting the earth, the air, and the water 
above and about it.” Rare 

The experiments of Pasteur and others have shown that — 
earth-worms bring to the surface myriads of bacteria from 
the bodies of decomposing dead. | 

No successful means of counteracting these destructive 
agencies have been discovered. All known disinfectants are 
under some circumstances imperfect and unreliable, or of 
dificult or impossible application. Those upon which the 
greatest reliance has been placed are‘too often only deodor- 
ants.” The only true disinfectant is fire. Correct principles 
of cleanliness require that filth likely to become dangerous 
which cannot be otherwise perfectly destroyed, should be 
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Saeed: The value of this principle in the sanitation of 
cities, is so well recognized that methods are being intro- 
duced of destroying by fire garbage and all animal and vege- 
table substances liable to decay. 

With the general adoption of cremation there would likely 
follow relief of one of the burdens of society in funeral re- 
form. While there is nothing in the process of incineration 
of bodies calculated to detract from a becoming reverence for 
the ‘‘mold once hallowed by the Almighty’s breath,” it is 
calculated to detract in some degree from the superstitious 
reverence now prevailing for ‘‘this muddy vesture of decay 
which doth glossly close us in,” the barren casket from which 
the gem—the man himself—has fled forever. 

The method of cremation furnishes us with a residuum in 
the ashes derived from the actual substance of the body of 
the departed—a trangible memento—which may be inurned 
and preserved with all the care and reverence and adorned 
with all the beauty which a refined taste can suggest. The 

_ preservation of such a memento in the case of earth burial 
would be impracticable and most undesirable. — 

Every consideration of value is in favor of cremation. Ob- 
jections to it are of sentiment and not of reason. They ex- 
ist usually only in the minds of those who have scarcely con- 
templated the subject. In such minds it seems associated 
with the fagot, the funeral prye and the rude processes of the 
ancients. In imagination the dead body is still endowed 
with sensation, and in the crematorium are kindled anew 
the fires of the inquisition. The modern method accom- 
plished by suitable apparatus has so little similarity to those 
heretofore practiced as to constitute it a very different pro- 
cess. The latter is conducted with all due regard to the 
most tender sensibilities of the friends of the deceased, and 
though carried on in the midst of a densely populated neigh- 
bophood, and in the presence of such spectators as may be 
permitted to witness it, there is nothing in it to shock or of- 
fend the senses. 

The body enveloped in a sheet saturated in a solution of 
alum or asbestos is placed by delicately acting machinery in a 
retort at white heat—2U000 degrees to 2500 degrees Fahren- 
heit, and is quickly and beautifully diffused in the air without 
visible flame or vapor, all gases being consumed in the retort. 
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Contemplate for a moment the beauty of this transforma- 
tion compared with the stages of slow decay, through which 
the buried body is compelled to pass in order to reach the 
same end, through oxidation, which, in either case, is a com- 
bustion by which it is returned to ‘‘earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes and dust to dust.” In the latter case we contemplate 
the forms of loved ones presenting spectacles too shocking 
to desire to witness or to permit the thoughts to dwell upon; 
the ghastly remains of poor mortality being even more re- 
pulsive by contrast with the pomp | of funeral pageant and 
the gaudy trappings of the grave. 

There is some force, it is admitted, in the objection, the 
only plausible one to cremation, that it would destroy evi- 
dences of crime which might be obtained by the exhumation 
of bodies. But instances are so rare of conviction of erimi- 
nals brought about by evidence thus obtained that the pre- 
servation of bodies in the earth with their dangers to the liv- 
ing would hardly be justifiable on that account. In a portion 
of the instances in which poison has been detected in the ex- 
humed body, it was impossible to determine whether it had 
been introduced into it before death or after it, to thwart 
the ends of justice. Notwithstanding official vigilance and 
the rigid application of legal processes, a very large propor- 
tion of the criminals of our country go unwhipped of justice. 
It. were better that a few more should escape the penalty due 
to their crimes than that thousands of innocent children 
should perish. 

Death should be robbed of all its terrors. The shabbiest 
of fears that weigh upon the minds of many who approach 
the dark valley are those of premature burial and body 
snatching. They may be dissipated as perfectly as can the 
body be. 

We might well exclaim with Goethe: 


‘‘O for the wise custom of the ancients to dissolve | 
The perfect, the sublime dignity of human form, 
Which nature earnestly and slowly built, 

After the spirit, the efficient has been severed, 
By the action of purest flame. 

O treasure up in a most precious urn 

The dull remains of ashes and oi bones, 

That these arms, in vain extended, 

May hold but something that unto this heart, 
Which anxiously is yearning into space, 
I still may press what is its melancholy own.” 
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ON HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION AS A THERAPEUTIC 
REMEDY. 


By 


At a meeting of the Medical Society of Berlin, Dr. Moll 
said: ‘‘At present I have already more than 120 observations 
of patients, treated for some time by prolonged hypnotic 
suggestion. I accept three grades of hypnotism, the first com- 
prises everything preceding the complete closure of the lids. 
The secondextends to the abolition of voluntary movements. 
The third is characterized by hallucinations, sometimes fol- 
lowed by amnesia when waking up. In hysteria, characterized 
by great changes in the symptoms, the results of hypnotism 
are not favorable. Of niné cases I succeeded only once in. 
arresting the vomiting, only to be replaced by other and 
more painful troubles. Per contra, good results follow in 
cases where hysteria or convulsions therefrom were the only 
morbid symptoms, or at least the most prominent one. This, 
a woman of 39 years, suffering for two years from frequent 
convulsions, accompanied by general contractions, loss of 
consciousness, and violent pains in the cardiac region, was 
delivered from all pains after one sitting when brought into 
the third degree of hypnotism, and after many sittings she 
was fully restored. Another young woman of 21 years, lost 
after two sittings her convulsive attacks from which she al- 
ready suffered for three months. Six patients with hysteri- 
cal symptoms were greatly relieved by hypnotism. A man 
suffered already for several years with excessive dyspnoea, 
without convulsions, was entirely relieved in three sittings. 
A patient of Dr. Bemak, suffering from convulsions with 
paresthesia and sensation of weakness in the arm and foot of 
the right side, could return to his work after a week’s hyp- 
notic treatment. Another case: a robust fellow had not left 
his couch for two years, as soon as he tried to rise up he was 
taken with contractures of the extremities, though all articu- 
lations were normal, he also had aphonia and photophobia. 
The aphonia disappeared after a few sittings and after ten 
days the young man could walk. After six weeks treatment 
he was completely cured and the color of his legs which were 
already atrophied, gained in size again. We dealt here with 
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a purely psychic affection, for he had been treated for a linen 
time by electricity, which can only ba considered somatic 
treatment, while hypnotism is a truly psychic remedy. 


Most of my patients suffered more or less from functional 
ailments of a permanent or transitory character, thus, twen-— 


ty-two cases of headaches, seven of cardialgia, four of dys- 
menorrheea, and eight had differently localized affections. 
The results varied according to the degree of hypnotism. 


With the third degree the pains always disappeared, but it is. 


not always possible to put the patient into the third degree. 
Of my headache cases four were permanently cured, thirteen 
had only transitory benefit and it failed in five. One case of 
dysmenorrheea was entirely relieved, in others the ovaralgia 


became less painful, and it ought to be mentioned that I al-. 
ways advise a continuation of treatment for a little while 


after a cure, to prevent relapses. 


Of three cases of rheumatism of the shoulder two improved 


but it failed in the third one and I could never do much in 
acute articular rheumatism with hypnotism. Post-hemiple- 


gic pains of the shoulder always improved, also sciatica and 


writer’s cramp. In chorea it failed in some cases and suc- 
ceeded in others. It does nothing in paralysis agitans, though 
it cured other tremors. In troubles of speech it acts favor- 


ably, but it failed with me in slight mental troubles, as in-| 


somnia, nervous vomiting, or diarrhoea, and yet it cured a 
case of nervous pruritus, which is not astonishing, as one 
may provoke by suggestion a real pruritus; he suffered most 


terribly at nights, but now for eighteen months he enjoys the 


best of health. 


In diseases with anatomical lesions hypnotism can only 


ameliorate, thus it does something in alleviating the pains of 
locomotor ataxia, and in a case of sclerosed plaques momen- 


tary benefit followed. A case of chronic polyarthritis rheuma-_ 
tica, with deformity of the articulations was so much benefited 
that the patient could walk again and he has done it for the: 


last six months with comfort. 
Let us keeo on to give a fair trial to hypnotic suggestion. 


Those who take interest in the treatment, we recommend the. 


study of the works of Charcot or Bernheim, in French, or of . 
Krafft-Ebbirg, in German. 


Bulletin med. 31, 89. 
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_ 


PARAYLSIS AND ITS TREATMENT. 


_ At the meeting of the Saxonian Homoeopathic Society of 
October, 1885, paralysis and paresis with their treatment 
was the theme for discussion. Villers reported a case of 
paraplegia urinaria, arising from the copious local use of 
lycopodium and which was cured by camphora after the fail- 
ure of other remedies. It may have acted as an antidote, 


_ but the symptoms of the materia medica prove its applicabil- 


ity. Many physicians attested to the fact that the local use 
of lycopodium may produce renal and vesical manifestations. 

Henze mentions a case of rightsided facial paralysis, where 
causticum and belladonna in alternation cured, and with the 
same remedies he cured a case of excentric paralysis of the 
left forearm. Villers praises mercurius sol. in central 
hemiplegia, especially in paralysis of the lower jaw, prevent- 
ing mastication and sometimes of a very obstinate nature. 
Colchicum deserves here also our consideration. 


Lorbacher also praises magnesia phos. in facial neuralgia 
especially when aggravated by every attempt of mastication, 
in fact any motion aggravates the pain in the face. 

-Groos cured with causticum a long standing case of ptosis 
of both upper eyelids. It acts equally well in stiffness of the 
joints after rheumatic affections, in chronic stomatitis and 
toothache with sensation of elongation of the teeth. Lor- 
bacher hints to its usefulness in the arthritic nodes with 
contractures. Where there are also soft tumors in the 
neighborhood of the joints, he prescribes it in alternation 
with thuja. He prefers the thirtieth potency. Burckner at- 
tests its efficacy in arthritic nodes, and in alternation with 
phosphorus in postdiphtheritic paralysis. 

Villers mentions a case of lead palsy, lasting seventeen 
years and cured by high potencies of plumbum, proving 
again that a high potency of a metal antidotes the poisonous 
effects caused by massive doses. 

Groos relates an interesting case of a woman who already 
complained for a long time of severe pain in the right ovarian 
region, radiating to the rectum with local peritonitic manifes- 
tations. Sometimes she also had a dysenteric diarrhoea, with 
the stools she passed small membranes with relief of the 
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Sricrum ARSENICOSUM. . 


pains. Rectal examination showed an indurated spot in the 
intestine, which yielded to hippocastanum and apis. 

Heuser remarks that post hoc is not always propter hoc, 
still where the effect of truly indicated remedies is palpable, 
we are justified in ascribing the benefit to the drug., 8S. L. 


STIBIUM ARSENICOSUM. 


Dr. Matter, of Bavensburg, highly recommends stibium 
arsenicosum for the absorption of pleuritic exudations, when 


must be given for fourteen days at least, while on the left 
side one week may suffice. Usual dose, 0.05 of first or second 
trituration pro dia. He has treated about twenty cases with 


tion he advises surgery with sulphur and other antipsoric 
remedies. 


pain on left side of epigastrium up to the linea axillaris, rapid 
pulse, hot skin, dyspnoa, thirst, sleepiessness, no appetite, 
sometimes vomiting of mucus and food, urine jumentous, 
bowels regular. Physical examination revealed in inspira- 


ribs on the lower portion of the chest, dullness on percus- 
sion and weak murmur on auscultation. Pleuritic exuda- 
tion removed in two weeks by first trit. of stib. ars. The 
co-affection of the diaphragm in pleuritis and pleuritic exu- 
dations deserves our full consideration. 


Case two: A pale and emaciated man of forty years com- 
plained of. orthopnea, epigastric distress, stitches in right 
side of chest under the ribs, evening fever, pulse over 100, 
nocturnal cough, has to sit up in bed, copious exudations in 


amelioration in less than two weeks, and tincture of spir. 
sulph. stopped the cough and reduced the enlarged liver, so 


lower of Hahnemann.—Allg. hom. Zeit., 21, 89. S. L. 


they are serous or sero-fibrinous; when on the right side it 


this drug and enjoyed uniform success. In purulent exuda- 


Case first: a patient complained of a pressing, stitching 


tion a small swelling, disappearing at expiration under the | 


right chest reaching up to the nipple, murmurs entirely — 
gone, liver enlarged and sensitive. Stibium ars. brought © 


that from an enemy to Homwopathy he is now a faithful fol- © 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY 


DEPARTMENT ConpucTED By H. C. FRENCH, M. D. 


THE PROGRESS OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
By H. C. FRENCH, M. D. 


— 


[ Read before the State Medical Society, 1889.] 


No department of medicine or surgery has made more 
rapid and substantial progress, during the past year or two, 
than that of ophthalmology. In the domain of anatomy and. 
histology our German brethren, in their patient and plodding 
research, have still the lead; and the secret of their higher 
achievements in these fields of investigation, is the untiring en- 
thusiasm with which, for months and even years, a single 
devotee of this delving race may be found bending his micro- 
scopic vision upon the histological elements of a single one 
i | of the many delicate organs that constitute the human eye. 
But turning to the restless and utilitarian ophthalmologists 
ia of our own land we find them side by side with their medi- 

61S cal brethren in other departments, at the very front in their 


oa = practical application of the latest scientific researches, to 
>t the amelioration and cure of ophthalmic disorders. 
| , Anatomy and Histology:—Delbert, in a prize essay on the 


| 1 l. aa orbit, has demonstrated to his own satisfaction, the fallacies 
iS of former writers in their description of the distribution and _ 
ee communications of the orbital nerves. In his detailed de- 
scription of the sensory and motor nerves, and their apasto- 
moses, also of the ciliary ganglion and its branches, after an 
— exhaustive and candid discussion of the older views, he gives — 
a it as his opinion that former errors have resulted from pre- 
a6 dicting results on the examination of too small a number of 
ae __ orbits. He holds that the claims of Badal’s operation for _ 
ie stretching the infratrochlearis nerve are a delusion, as only | 
i the middle one of its terminal branches can be reached. . 
Much of what has long been held as the gospel of retinal 
7 | histology is drifting into the great ocean of antiquated error, . 
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under the impulse of later and better investigations. For 
years confidence in the accuracy of our histological knowl- 
edge was unlimited, until we met defeat between the inter- 
nal and external limiting membranes of the retina. 


Surgery:—In surgery probably the most notable shinai 
ment has been made in the line of cataract extractions with- 
out wridectomy. During the past year Knapp has reported a 
his first series of one hundred extractions by this method 
with most flattering resultse When successful the result is es ) 
always brilliant, though in cases of failure more disastrous 
than in operations with preliminary or attendant iridectomy. 
Dr. George T. Stevens, of New York, has awakened great 
interest in all schools of medicine, by his exhaustive studies 
of the relation of the ocular muscles to defective vision; and 


- 


by the restoration of the muscular balance by a system of Has 
partial tenotomies, has recorded many most brilliant cures. | he 

The use of prisms in the restoration of muscular anomalies thie 

has also been brought into prominence by the same author. a He 
While our allopathic colleagues in the paucity of their oph- Be hah 
thalmic therapeutic resources, have been compelled to play ‘hE 


endless changes on the virtues of a half-dozen agents, our 
homeopathic literature is constantly increasing the number 
of its new eye remedies, and enlarging the field of its hun- 
dreds of old ones, through the agency of our therapeutic 
law. 
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Dr. Linnell (in January number of the Journal of Ophthal- 
molegy Otvulogy Laryngology) reports decided benefit from the 
use of Hydrocotyle asiatica 6 x in tissue induration in the region | 
of the inner canthus, resulting from lupus. The same author 
reports cases showing the benefits of duboisin 6 x in paral- 
ysis of accommodation; ammonia carb. 9x in phlegmonous 
erysipelas of the lids; chimaphilla 9 x in pterygium tenuis, - 
cinnabaris 6 x in orbital neuralgia, and physostigma 6 x in 
torpor retininw, the merits of all these remedies being sup- 
ported by clinical demonstration. Dr. Fowler reports in the 
same journal on the efficacy of Phytolacca dec. 3 x in chronic 
blepharitis with tylosis, also for hordeolum and chalazion, - 
using the same agent tonically, 4 drops of the fd. ext. toa 
dram of water. Your writer reports in the April number of 
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Dr. Norton’s Journal of Ophthalmology one of many brilli- 
ant cures in his practice, of supra-orbital neuralgia, accom- 
panied with apparent refractive anomalies and intense pain, 
all of which subsided as by magic under cinnabaris 6 x; also 
in the same article, a cure of facial paresis, and paralysis of 
the third nerve with the usual drooping of the upper lid, and 
the downward eversion of the globe, all of which symptoms 
‘were promptly relieved by Paris quad6 x. If the oculisi of 
the now domiyant school, can see encouragement in his lim- 
ited field of ophthalmic therapeutics, the enthusiastic hom- 
cwopath has reason to look forward with exultant hope. 


Colleges, Hospitals and Societies. 


MELBOURNE HOSPITAL STATISTICS. 


Some one in Melbourne has kindly mailed usacopy of the 
‘* Kvening Herald,” from which we cull the following: 


MELBOURNE (Allopathic). 


Total number of cases treated during the last three years............. 11,685 


ALFRED HosPITAL (Allopathic). 


Total number of cases treated during the last three years.............. 4,472 

HOMC@OPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

Total number of cases treated during the past three years.............. 1,498 
fever cases treated 554 


These statistics are only a further proof of the superiority 
of the Homeopathic treatment in all diseases and especially 
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in typhoid fever. We sincerely hope that the Melbourne 
authorities will take them into consideration in their pro- 
jected enlargement of their hospital facilities—for not only 
do we have an advantage of about 50 per cent in our mortal- 
ity rate over the Allopaths, but also a far greater advantage 
over them in the cost of drugs and running expenses. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘*PHYSICIANS’ REGISTERS.” 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR CENSUS OFFICE, 
WasHINGTON, D. C., May 1, 1889. 


To the Medical Profession:—The various medical associations and the medi- 
cal profession will be glad to learn that Dr. JoHn S. BILuINnGs, Surgeon U. 8. 
Army, has consented to take charge of the Report on the Mortality and Vital 
Statistics of the United States as returned by the Eleventh Census. 

As the United States has no system of registration of vital statistics, such 


actual movement of population, our census affords the only oppportunity of 
obtaining near an approximate estimate of the birth and death rates of much 
the larger part of the country, which is entirely unprovided with any satisfac 
tory system of State and municipal registration. 

In view of this, the Census Offiee, during the month of May this year, will 


ters” for the purpose of obtaining more accurate returns of deaths than it is 
possible for the enumerators to make. It is earnestly hoped that physicians 
in every part of the country will co-operate with the Census Officer in this 
important work. The record should be kept from June 1, 1889, to May 31, 
1890. Nearly 26,000 of these registration books were filled up and returned 
to the office in 1880, and nearly all of them used for statistical purposes. It 
is hoped that double this number will be obtained for the Eleventh Census. 

Physicians not receiving Registers can obtain them by sending their names 
and addresses to the Census Office, and, with the Register, an official en- 
velope which requires no te will be provided for their return to Wash- 
ington. 

If all medical and surgical practitioners throughout the iil will lend 
their aid, the mortality and vital statistics of the Eleventh Census will be 
more comprehensive and complete than they have ever been. Every physi- 
cian should take a personal pride in having this report as full and accurate 
48 it is possible to make it. 

It is hereby promised that all information obtained through this source 
shall be held strictly confidential. 

ROBERT P. PORTER, Superintendent of Census. 


as is relied upon by other civilized nations for the purpose of ascertaining the | 


issue to the medical profession throughout the country ‘‘Vhysician’s Regis- © 
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CLINICAL ITEMS. 


Natr. Sulph.—Dr. T. ¥’. Allen cured a case of chronic diar- 
rhoa, in an old lady, with morning aggravation on beginning 
to move, with naér. sulph. 7x.—N. A. J. H. 


Pine-apple as an expectorant.—The juice of a ripe pine-ap- 
ple is, according to Fleischer, an excellent expectorant. The 
ripe fruit is cut into slices, and each slice covered with sugar. 
The vessel in which they are placed is then closed, envel- 
oped in straw,and heated in water, which is gradually 
brought to a boiling-point and left there for a few minutes. 
In chronic bronchial catarrh, when expectoration becomes 
difficult, a few teaspoonfuls of this juice suffice to cause cop- 
lous expectoration. The daily dose is about eight to ten tea- 
spoonfuls.— Therap. Monatshefte, March, 1889. 


VYuillaya.—Resembles the action of Senega. Useful in 
- bronchitis when chronic, and as a vascular stimulant in 
dropsy. Coryza with sneezing and sore throat. 


Quebracho.—Relieves dyspepsia whether due to nervous or 


circulatory disturbances. Dyspnoea due to circulatory dif- 
ficulties. 


Melilotus.—Congestion of the head, epistaxis; dry coughs, 
palpitations, nervousness, confusion of thought. Useful in 
capillary congestions, and the various motor and sensory 
disturbances caused thereby; soreness and pleuritic pains, 
smothering sensation, cramps, colic and neuralgia. 


Dr. Boaer, of Wheeling, West Virginia, reports to the 
Medical Advance (May) a case of hemoptysis cured by ferrum 
phos. 1x. The attacks were very frequent—almost daily; 
blood .bright red and frothy; preceded by warm flushing; 
aching between scapulse; belches large quantities of gas; 
thirsty; short breath; weak and emaciated; menses irregular 
and painful. Jerrum phos. Ix controlled the hemoptysis 
entirely and so much so that in three weeks she was up and 
about for the first time in many months. | 


« 
& ~ 
. 
4 
~ 
~ 
4 
‘ 
j 
| 
* 
4 
. 
ae 
> 
“4 
q 
¥ a 
= 
ty 
f 
is 
a 
¥ 
~ 
rs 
# 
A 
| 
= 
2%, 
’ 
Wh 


= 
~ 
a, 
- a 
~ 


The California 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL 


Devoted to the cause of Homoeopathy on the Pacific Coast. The only 
Homoopathic Medical Journal west of the Rocky Mountains. 


PusLisHers, BOERICKE & SCHRECK. 


Subscription Price, $2.00 per annum, in Advance. Single Copies, 25 cents. 


ADVERTISING 


RATES. 


SPACE. 3 Months. | 6 Months, | 9 Months, | 1 Year, 


One $2500 | $4000 | $6000 
25 00 30 00 
1500 | 2000 


40 00. 
Quarter 10 OO 


$75 00 
25 00 


Address all Communications, Exchanges, Books for Review, to 


THE je CALPURE TA HOMOEOPATH, No. 234 Sutter St. San Francisco, Cal. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


It would be some what of a curiosity to find .an Allopath 
who would acknowledge that he had not thoroughly ‘‘ looked 
into Homeopathy.” It is such a simple doctrine that the 
average Allopath claims to be thoroughly conversant with it, 
and tells his patients that he has ‘‘tried it thoroughly,” or 
that he ‘‘practices both ways,” and once in a while one of 


these Allopaths gets to the point where, as Paul remarked, ° 


“‘a little learning hath made him mad,” and so he rushes into 
print.» 

Dr. R. G. Eccles, i in the Druggist’s Circular for June, has 
published an article which exposes his total ignorance of the 
fundamental principle of Homceopathy, and is replete with 
wilful falsity. The Doctor is evidently one of those who 
have ‘‘ looked into Homeopathy,” and the source of his pro- 
found study upon that science is an advertisement in the 


Medical Advance of Dr. Samuel Swan’s high potency reme- , 


dies; and he goes on, in a venomous and bigoted spirit, to 
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judge the entire science of Homeopathy after this adver- 
tisement. It is something like counting the stars of the 
Milky Way by reading an advertisement of a lactometer. 


It has ever been thus with a certain number of our Allo- 
pathic brethren; as civilization progresses, people are becom- 
ing convinced of the superiority of the Homceuopathic method 
of cure, and the wholesale desertions from the school of 
nauseous drugs and heroic-measures naturally has brought 
down upon us the wrath of a few of the more unsuccessful 
allopaths. Driven to the wall, they appropriate not only our 
remedies but our therapeutical application of them, and seek 


every opportunity to get up a sensational article about 


Homeeopathy’s funeral, or the old cry of fraud, as in the 
article referred to. | | 

Dr. Eccle’s article has the official allopathic stamp of Big- 
otry and falsehood upon it, and we would not notice it at all 
were it not as an illustration of what ends the allopaths are 
being driven to, inasmuch as he takes for a text the cata- 
logue and advertisement of an individual not recognized as 
a Homeeopathist for a tirade against that science. 


WE heard of an Allopath once, a regular—fraud, who ob- 
tained a large and lucrative practice by taking an empty bot- 
tle from his closet upon the patients arrival and upon ques- 
tioning the patient, for each symptom he put in an ingredi- 


ent, now a white powder, now a brown one, now a yellow 


liquid, now a red one, and so on until either the bottle got 
full or the patients symptoms: were exhausted. The secret 
of his success was told by a patient who said: ‘‘He puts in 
something for everything that ails you.” 


Shall we judge allopathy after the practice of this one in- 
dividual ? 


Tue Clinical Reporter of St. Louis furnishes some interest- 


ing data as to the circulation of various Homeopathic jour- 


nals. We are glad to see our esteemed contemporary at the 


+, 
. 
ad 
; 
¢ 
otek 
4 
¥ 
2 
4 
% 
- 
J 
“Ss 
> 
‘ 
4 
¢ 
‘ 
~ 
| 
at 
a 
; 
™ 
. 


PERSONALS. 229 
head of the list, but we cannot aadérstand why so excellent cate} 
a journal as the Southern Journal of Homeopathy should be bth 
at the end. Then we cannot see the propriety of classifying es 
the Medical Times us a homceopathic journal. It does not abe 
wish to be so classified, and most homeopathic journals will ai 
object to being classified in the same list. ee 

WHILE the Clinical Reporter and American Homeopathist a: 
according to this list have the largest circulation, viz, : over Babe 
3000, CALIFoRNIA Homa@opaTH represents homcopathy 
for one half of this globe. It is the only journal devoted to $l 
homeopathy published between 90 east and 90 west longi- aie 
tude from Greenwich, the only one between Austin, Texas, ee 
and Calcutta, India, and these places are very nearly oppo- hats 
site each other. 

Personal Notes, Locations, Etc. 

Drs. BRYANT and CHESBRO, of Gilroy, have dissolved partnership. | 
Dr. H. P. Stipe has removed from Vacaville to Sonora for the summer, 12} : 
Dr. J.S. LEFFING WELL has taken the practice of Dr. H. P. Stipp, of . aa 3h 
Vacaville. 
Dr. N. A. J. SIMMONS has removed trom Waitsburg, W. T., to Vancou- eats 
 §STERRA City wants a lady physician (Homeeopathist). Address MARK 
N, Wi1son, Sierra City. 
Dr. P. W. Povutson has removed to No. 215, North 23d Avenue and Hast | fi ‘| 
14th streets, East Oakland, Cal. fate | 

G. F. Foors, M. D., formerly of Stamford, Conn., and recently visiting 

on this Coast, died May 8, of valvular disease of the heart. ee | 4 

Dr. WM. BorRICKE, senior editor of this journal, has returned from an HY 
extended Eastern tour. The Doctor attended the meeting of the American — 9 iy 
Institute at Lake Minnetonka. He promises many useful and 
points for the August number, which alone will be worth the price o of a asa "s Bt 
subscription. 
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The New York Ophthalmic College announcement has just arrived and 
shows the flourishing condition of that institution. Itis in its eleventh year 
and we find among its graduates the names of nearly all of our eminent oc. 
alists, aurists and laryngologists. The faculty is of the best, H. C. Houcuron 
is President and GroraeE §. Norton, M. D., Dean. Clinical instruction hag 
always been a special feature and will compare with any clinic’in the world, 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Repertory of the Characteristic Symptoms, Clinical and Pathogenetic, 
of the Homceopathic Materia Medica. E. J. Lez, M. D., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Published asa supplement to the Homwopathic Physician; 
Part I; 76 pages. | 


Upon running through this fasiculus we were attacked with a flow of 
thought, we had an abundance of Ideas, and thought we would take something 
for it; under that heading we found fifty-seven remedies. Not knowing 
which to take our thoughts became confused. Looking under that heading 
we found only one hundred and twenty-four remedies; this sent us at once 
into a state of despair, for which we found that sixty-nine remedies were use- 
ful. We had finally decided to mix these sixty-nine remedies together and 
take a dose when we were seized with fear, and knowing that under homeo- 
pathic treatment the symptoms which appear last are the first to disappear, 
we looked up fear and found ninety-four remedies from which to select. We 
became depressed, gave it up and went to the country where we quickly re- 
covered. This repertory isto be the most complete yet, and judging from 
the first seventy-six pages it is complete, and more too. We cannot compre- 


hend what is meant by such symptoms as ‘‘thoughtful. thought,” for which 
_ forty-five remedies are given; we are not familiar with the Concord School of 


Philosophy hence the ‘‘thusness of the thus” and the ‘“‘whichness of the 
which” and such terms, are to us incomprehensible. We note a symptom on 
page 72, ‘‘Desires to travel,” mercury. We have that symptom in all its 
chronicity but believe aurum crudum is the better remedy. We received a 
postal card the other day with: ‘Deer dock—sende up sum fisick, ime sik,” 
on it; we immediately sent him some lachésis, for if this was not ‘‘difficult 
spelling” we are no judges. There is much good wheat in the work, but 
there is plenty of chaff. It will be useful to show to what extremes the imag- 
inations of provers have gone. We anxiously await the remaining fascicull. 


Lectures on Diseases of the Heart. By E.M. Harz, M.D. Third Edi- 
tion, enlarged and improved, with a complete repertory by Dr. E. X. 
Philadelphia: F, E. Boericke, 1889. 


- This work is double the size of the second edition, which appeared six 
years ago, and it is the most complete and useful work on the subject in the 
Homeopathic school; and what adds most to its value is the complete indl- 
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cations for all of the cardiac ar er the new as well as the old ones, 
thus covering the recent great therapeutic advances made in cardiac and cir- 
culatory therapeutics. We find therein excellent essays on strophantus, 
sparteine, convallaria, adonis, nerein, etc. The author has delved to the bot- 


tom of this subject and has given us interesting and practical data. Thecom- | 
plete repertory of heart symptoms, by Dr. Snader, is an invaluable feature 
and will materially aid the practitioner in the treatment of cardiac affections, 


It is a book that every physician should possess, and as Boericke is the pub- 
lisher we need say nothing of the get-up of the book except that it matches 
the rest of his publications. 


Brights Disease; a Series of Post-Graduate Lectures. By RoBERT sinilat M. 
D., Edinburg. New York: E. B. Treat, 1889. 


This work belonging to the Medical Classic series of Mr. Treat is fully 
up to the excellence of the series. It presents in a concise manner all that is 
necessary to be known about Bright’s disease and its complications. It is 
profusely illustrated and the therapeutics are up to date. About fifty pages 
are devoted to the clinical examination of the urine and this alone should en- 
title it to the consideration of the student. It is a most useful work and the 
price puts it within the reach of all. Buy it by all means. 


Immunity Through Leucomaines, By EvsEBIo GuELL Bacicaturr. New 
York: J. H. Vail & Co., 1889. 


This is an interesting little brochure which ably discusses the pros and | 


cons of immunity from disease through vaccinnation and through leucom- 
aines. It is the work of a careful student and has excited the admiration of 
many profound critics of the old world. We commend it to our readers. 


A Manual of Diseases of the Ear. For the use of Students and Practi- | 


tioners of Medicine. By ArntHurR H. Buck, M. D., Clinical Professor 
of the Diseases of the Ear in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York; Consulting Aural Surgeon, New York Eye and Ear Infirm- 
ary. New York: William Wood & Company, 1889. 


The book, a beautiful octavo volume of about four hundred pages, is 


well written and practical, abounding in clinical illustrations, and will be— 
found of great value to the busy practitioner. In the fifteen chapters which 


comprise the work the author has admirably succeeded in furnishing a text 


book, which, in the language of its preface, is ‘‘in a form adapted to the use — 
as well of medical students as of practitioners of medicine.” The author does 
not waste much time on the minute anatomy of the ear, yet gives enough for > 
all practical purposes. He places himself in opposition to almost all high au- 


thority on aural subjects in his recommendation of the abandonment of the 


aural syringe, and substitution of instruments for the removal of impacted | 
cerumen. We miss the tinted photographic representations of the membrana, _ 


tympani, which are such an attractive feature of. some of the more recent 
works upon the ear. It bears the marks of elegant and durable book-making 


that characterizes all the work of W. W. & Co., and it is an unmixed pleasure - 


to commend it to the profession. | F. 


Neurological Lectures and Addresze3: by H. C., Wood, M. D., Phila. 
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: A Study of Man; and the Way to Health, By J. D. Buck, M.D. .Cin- 
cinnati: Robert Clark & Co. 


This work is so full of material for deep thou okt and reflection, that it is 
difficult to set forth in a cusory way its recondite philosophy so as to give 
anything like a clear idea of its beautiful téaching. In order to even an 
- approximately intelligent review, we shall be obliged to give an outlined 
framework of its treatment and outcome. He sets out with the statement 
that modern thought centers in personality. Formerly most minds bowed 
to authorities, and thus tended to lose independence of thought. Religion 
formerly dominated science, but ultimately became divorced. But now, how- 
ever, science and religion tend to legitimate amalgamation, being jn no sense 
incompatable, Orthodoxy is not a matter of revelation, but always depended 
upon authoritative interpretations, and these were always weak through inher- 
ent infirmity of language. The parables and symbols in the Word, on this 
account and others, await true interpretation. The mind of man is just 
coming to apprehend inner and spiritual truths and that all visible things are 
but‘emblems, and that matter only exists spiritually. Carlisle says each man 
should be authority, and truth should be sought for its own sake and its 
uses. Truth is divine and sacred in itself, and in all departments equally so. 
Knowledge divides into physic and metaphysic, science and arts. Religion 
belongs to man’s being and life and embraces all knowledge. All truth har- 
monizes; falsities and errors alone produce discord. Truth is all white; but 
each person exhibits truth through his own spectrum color. Christian sci- 
ence is a misnomer, and, while it claims to be new, it is all old and is used 
but to confuse the mind and for sordid and selfish purposes and ends. 
The basis of all knowledge is experience, and the test of all knowledge is use. 
Huxley says scientific testimony depends upon valid evidence and sound 
reasoning. Sensation and reason are always combined in the attainment of 
knowledge. Sensation differs, hence the different bases of reason on the 
_ same subject, while the reasoning may be equally sound but at the same time 
reaching very different conclusions. This is all based on the physical senses, 
and as cenclusions so differ it cannot be!valid evidence, but simple mental 
processes in search of valid evidence, and reason only, pure and simple, can 
alone determine, and that by a consensus. The physical senses have no real, 
but only a phenominal existence. Conscionsness as a factor is left out or is 
classed as a result of physical evolution. Man has a subjective as well as 
objective nature, and the subjective cannot be explained in the terms of ob- 
jective phenomena. Analogy is the bridge that connects the two states or 
natures. Matter and spirit are the two poles of our substance. These two 
terms of the equation must be used to solve the problem. Consciousness is 
the central point of the two conditions. We know nothing of its essence, 
but must study it asafact. Conscientiousness translates the two worlds 
into personal experience and thus forms our individual world, and also forms 
a mental kingdom in which we preside. ‘This renders a spiritual thinkable 
as a counterpart to the natural. The physical is the counterpart and embod- 
iment to the spiritual in terms of matter, space; time and motion. Science 
discovers facts, psychology discloses principles, and by their co-operation we 
may apprehend truth. True religion is scientific, philosophic and meta- 
physic. On the subject of matter and force, scientists do not agree as to its 
nature and constitution. Matter in some form has existed always, but all is 
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Book Reviews. 
speculation and hypothesis based at best only on possibilities. Thus the 
vortices of Descartes and the monads of Leibnitz are tributary to our ideas 
of atoms and molecules. The student of nature feels his way from theory to 
fact, from bypothesis tolaw. The atomic theory is no exception. Science 
is thus uucertain, and no theory can be called orthodox, for in the develop- 
ment of fact and truth, all theories are liable to modification, and any sug- 
gestion of this kind is legitimate. Mechanical equivalence of heat with cor- 
relative modes of motion are not apprehended. The principles of correlation 
of force to which the former discovery gave rise led to the concept of the 
conservation of force. Keely’s vibratory energy and Crooke’s radient matter 
are illustrations. The applicability of these are seen or apprehended by 
those who note the rapid unfolding of the higher sensibilities of man in the 
realm of psychology; thus showing progress in physics goes hand in hand 
with progress in metaphysics. 
which matter and force are capable. If this progression continues, it is 
quite certain that the unknown and unknowable are destined to be swallowed 
up by the terra incognita which are fast approaching. All scientific discov- 
eries must be held tentatively, as no metes and bounds can be absolutely 
fixed; all are yet open questions. All scientists worthy of the name thus 
look upon the present state of progress. 
—of exact methods of research. Philosophy, psychology, nor religion can 
be ridiculed, as these departments are as true as that of science. Here also 
the truth lies in the methods, not in the results. Plato and the Hindoo phi- 


losophers caught a glimpse of the principle of correlation of forces as ex- 


pressed in the commingling of the light of the eye with that of the sun. 
Matter is the theater of motion, and offers resistence to force. Force pro- 
duces motion, and the conclusion is that there is no matter without force, 
and no force without matter. They are indestructible and inseparable. 
Every atom is in ceaseless motion, and if it ceases to move it ceases to be. 
Every change in relation or combination manifests new modes of motion. 


Even a nascent point must move, as an instant of cessation would destroy. 


force. Motion is simply transformed into other modes. All atoms move 


ceaselessly, and in geometrical and rythmic forms and are attuned to har- - 


mony; hence the idea of the ‘‘ music of the sphere.” 


When our inner senses are opened sufficiently, we are able to hear the | 


music, as instanced in many sensatives to-day. Every new change in creation 


produces a song of harmony, and responsively the sons of God shout for joy. 


But, we must stop here for the present, and simply say in conclusion, that 
this work of Dr. Buck is so full of beautiful and truthful thought, and charm- 
ing expression, that it will richly repay the dullest reader for the time ex- 
pended in its careful perusal. The publisher has done his part to give a suit- 


ably attractive embodiment to the author’s thought on these important sub-- 


jects, and has given us a model of the bookmaker’s art. S. 8. Guy. 


And thus also we realize the refinement of : 


They can simply boast—only boast . 
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POPULAR DEPARTMENT. 


DIET FOR FLATULENT DYSPEPSIA. 


The patient should be held very clesely to some form of 
animal food—such as the muscle—pulp of beef, beef steak, 
lean mutton, white meats of fish and poultry, the pulp of 
oysters, well fried bacon and soft boiled or poached eggs. 
As a rule, these cases will do better if the physician advises 
an almost constant use of either broiled or roast beef or mut- 
ton, eaten slowly and thoroughly masticated before being 
swallowed. It is also well to allow a very small quantity of 
starchy food, in the proportion of three or four parts of ani- 
mal to one of starchy food by bulk. It is safest to advise a 
very small piece of dry toast, so dry that it will snap, ora 
piece of stale roll or bread, or a tablespoonful of well cooked 
rice or cracked wheat dressed with butter, salt and pepper: 
In the matter of vegetables, a few tender sprigs of celery, a 
little water cress or a little horse-raddish. 


' Cyclamen—Profuse, frequent menstruation, which comes on 
too early, with labor like pains extending from back to pubes. 
Suppressed menstruation, with a great variety of symptoms 
of the head, eyes, stomach, anemia, etc. (General dread of 
fresh air, or with constant chillness.) Chlorosis, with scanty 
and suppressed menses, great dread of fresh air. Mem-. 
branous dysmenorrhea, with profuse flow. | 


Ferrum iod.-—Uterine congestion, with great bearing down, 
with feeling as if something sore was being pushed up when 
sitting down. Uterine displacements. retroversion and pro- 
lapsus with atony; difficulty in retaining the urine; sup- 
pressicn of menses. 


Moschus—Suppression of menses, with hysterical spasms, 
choking in throat, fainting. 
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